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1„ Early this year the Naval Attache at Djakarta, 

concerned with the possibility that Soviet bloc vessels enronte to 

Communist China might be transiting the 

and proceeding east of the Philippines to North China. bv on 

it was confirmed that this more southerly route had been used by an 
unidentified number of Polish ships, in September and November 1953 
^d Sain In ?SmLu y and March 1954* However, since no bloc vessels 
had called at Surabaja, the normal bunkering port for the southern 
route, it was apparent that bunkering Tit Balikpapan (east coast of 
Borneo) was a definite possibility. The sole source °* J*"*®? 8 a 
Balikpapan is No V 0 de Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij (Em), 

DjakartaT apparently a subsidiary of the Royal Dutch-Shell group, in 
which the British are interested financiallyo 

ygg port d»*,g the ycar ° «» : 

it was possible that some 

Sovi^bCrSipslrc putting in at Balikp.pan.bbt that h.kn«of 
none. However, he volunteered further^ investigation provided he waa 
furnished with names of vessels and dates of pert calls o 

3 In September 1954 the United States Air Attache also visited 
B^pS^nd while touring the refinery and docks i 
briefly to peruse the ship arrival and departure book. Upon his 
££ to Djakarta he reported to the Naval Attache that V ** 8t 

▼ear at least five Soviet and ae$en Polish vessels had Jwankered 
Balikpapan o The Office of Naval Intelligence through its representative 
^oSoK queried Lloyd 'a Shipping Editor on thi. question who re- 
died that Lloyd's representative in residence at Balikpapan had not 
Sort ed thTSglval or departure of any Sprietbleove^BeW^nthat 

port. 


Ao On 25 September, the United States Air Attache contacted | 

Djakarta who, although reluctant to impart any infomat^noT 
raffblec shipping with respect te Balikpapan, 
information concerning the sailings of bloc ships from ha ° 

will be noted that ships' names were not included, and that only three 
vessels bunkered; the remaining six leaded cargo, including paraffin 
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NAME 

FLAG 

DATE 

DESTINATION (GIVEN) 
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CARGO REC'D TYPE 

N 

Polish 

9 Feb/f Feb 

Gydgnia 

Bunkers Cargo 

n 

Polish 

14-15 Feb 

Gydghia 

Bunkers Cargo 

N 

Russian 

2-6 Mar 

Odessa 

Bunkers & Tanker 

E 

G 

X 

Rumanian 

11-18 Mar 

Odessa 

1100 Cases paraffin 
wax* 

2000 Cases Cargo 

V 

E 

Russian 

3-9 Apr 

Odessa 

paraffin wax* 

2006 Cases Cargo 

N 

Polish 

Polish 

Polish 

Russian 

5 Apr/5 Apr 

29 Apr/29 Apr 
1-20 Aug 

14 Sep 

Constanta(for orders) 
Constanta(for orders) 
Gonstanta(for orders) 
Constanta(for orders) 

paraffin wax* 
General Cargo 

General Garge 

General Carge 

General Cargo 


* Cases of 2 X 20 lbs 0 


5 0 was most insistent thath^io^be l.den- 

t ifie^a^th^soure^o ^thi^juoniiat lon p also revealed thatmUHhad DIA 
issued instructions ioH^HH^^^^forbidding divulgence of any information 
to anyone on the mcveraent^o^Soviet biec ships ix^^an^ou^o^Balikpapario 
This action was attributed to strained relations the govern- 

ment of Indonesia o However , source reported that the Indonesian government 
does not object to the bunkering of Soviet blec vessels at Balikpapan whether 
east or west bound, 

6o The Office of Naval Intelligence is continuing its investigation of this 
situation e Meanwhile , however, the reported activities of Soviet bias mer- 
chant ships at port of Balikpapan are believed to constitute the potential 
for a serious circumvention of export and bunker controls „ 
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